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Background ς Invasive Species Coordinator 

üInitially created to address the buffelgrass invasion 
of Sonoran Desert ecosystem in Santa Catalina 
Mountains 

 

üA genuine ecological emergency; buffelgrass 
threatens  thousands of acres, including Pusch 
Ridge Wilderness Area, along entire western slope 
of the Catalinas below ~4500 ft; several newly 
discovered infestations on Nogales District 

 

 

 

 



ü  Highly invasive, can convert native ecosystems to exotic grass monocultures 

ü   Alters wildlife habitat, including habitat for desert bighorn sheep, Sonoran  
 desert tortoises 

ü   Incompatible with other multiple use values on Forest lands ς wilderness  
 values, scenic quality, recreational experience 

Why is Buffelgrass an Ecological Emergency? 



ü Huge fine fuel loads lead to increased fire frequency and intensity 
ü Sonoran Desert saguaro ecotype not fire adapted 
ü Buffelgrass increases with fire, creating a positive feedback cycle of  
     Fire       More Buffelgrass        More Fire  
ü  Wildfires are a major safety hazard at the WUI  
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