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Plan Structure

A Vision and Goals

A Purpose and Guiding Principals

A Programmatic Goals

A Plan Scope

A Description of Invasive Species in the Watershed
A System Stressors

A Prioritizing Actions

A Implementation Strategy

A Estimated Implementation costs

A Recommended Actions for 20PD12




Outline of Plan

A Discussions from July
2010 workshop

A Discussions with
Individual stakeholders

A Site visits

A Discussion from February
2011 workshop




ORIGINAL STAKEHOLDERS

Coconino National Forest, Prescott National Forest, Tonto Nation
Forest, Yavapa@pache Nation, Arizona State Parks, The Nature
Conservancy, National Park Service, Salt River Project, Arizona
Game and Fish Department, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Arizol
State Land Dept., Natural Resource Conservation Service,
FreeportMacMoRan, Verde Natural Resource Conservation
District, UofA Cooperative Extension, Fred Phillips Consulting,
Walton Family Foundation

NEW STAKEHOLDERS

Town of Clarkdale, Arizona Wildlife Federation, City of
Cottonwood, Verde Valley Land Preservation, Cemex, Sierra Clu
Community Forest Trust, CEMEX



Vision
The Verde River and its tributaries comprise a diversessstining
and resilient riparian ecosystem in which invasive plant species at
controlled through cooperative stakeholder participation.

Ecological GoalReduce invasive plant species within the FEMA
floodplain of the Verde River and its tributaries.

Social Goal:Educate local communities about the economic and
social value of a healthy river system. Provide information about t
detrimental effects of invasive plant species on watersheds and
available assistance for the removal of these species.

Economic GoalProvide economic incentives and local employmer
opportunities to local communities for invasive plant removal.
Management Goal:Establish a mulstakeholder group to achieve
the aforementioned goals and to provide leteym monitoring of

this effort.



Guiding Principles
A Approach this work collaboratively

A Select technigues and management practices that
will provide successful results.

A Provide education and outreach for the local
community and public.

A Implement a systenwide approach



Status of Invasive Species

Top Priority Woody/Wetland Species
Russian oliveHlaeagnus angustifolja
Giant reed Arundo donak

Other Woody/Wetland Species
SaltcedarTamarix spp.)

Tree of Heaven (Ailanthwadtissimg

Thestakeholders identified four invasive speciessaltcedaytree of heaven,
Russian olive, and giant reed as high priorities for control within the Verde
River riparian corridor. They impact ecosystem function significantly, altering
wildlife habitat, flow and fire regimes, vegetation structure, and biodiversity
(see Appendix A for a more detailed discussi@ajtcedaiand tree of heaven
infestthe riparian corridors of the Verde; controlling them will require an
extensive, coordinated effort. The ecological goal will be to keep these two
species at an infestation level of less than 10 percent of the total canopy cover,
thus allowing the river system to sustain ecosystem function and integrity.
Russian olive and giant reed occur in lower densities along the riparian
corridor; however, these species are highly invasive and have the potential to
rapidly expand in range and outcompete native vegetation given the
appropriate conditiong cleared areas, catastrophic fire, flooding events.
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species, and efforts will be focused to remove all individuals within the Verde
River watershed.



