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Weeds of SW Riparian Corridors 

 

1.   Riparian Corridors as Vectors: A Qualitative View 

2. A Brief Review of Some Weeds That Are Doing Well 
in Riparian Corridors 

3. A Consideration of BLM Assessment of Riparian 
Condition and How It Relates to the Weed 
Environment 

4. A Few Examples of BLM Weed Management in AZ 

5. Some Aquatic Invasives: Water !ƛƴΩǘ the Only Vector 

 



The Spread of Weeds 

ÅhōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǿŜŜŘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ǊƛǇŀǊƛŀƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ  

 

 

    

 

 

ÅBut given an opportunity, a riparian area will certainly do 

 

 

 



The Spread of Weeds 

ÅWeeds do spread to and through riparian areas. And why not?  
Riparian areas offer many advantages: 

V  Often there is abundant moisture 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

VUsually there is a good seed bed 
 

 

 

 



The Spread of Weeds 
 

V Riparian areas provide effective seed dispersal: they attract animals, 
including livestock, and at least periodically, provide water transport 

 

 

 

 

 
V Riparian areas have been desirable locations for roads and homes, which 
ƳŜŀƴǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǎŜŜŘ ŘƛǎǇŜǊǎŀƭ ōȅ ǘǊǳŎƪǎΣ ŎŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōƻŀǘǎΧ ŀƴŘΧ 

                       Introduction of  beautiful, non-native species 
 
 



The Spread of Weeds 
 ÅA common motivation for introducing invasive species specific 

to riparian areas is stream bank stabilization & erosion control 

VTamarisk 

o Introduced as ornamental, but widely used for channel 
erosion control early in 20th cent.; present in Colorado River 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƘŜƴ ŘŀƳ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜƎŀƴ ƛƴ мфнлΩǎ 

o Dams reduced high flows, stabilized groundwater elevations, 
increased competitive advantage of tamarisk. 

 
 

 

          



The Spread of Weeds 

o Mature salt cedar can produce 2.5 x 108 tiny, wind-dispersed seeds 
per year (Stevens, 2002) 

o Drought-tolerance, inundation tolerance, and huge seed output 
twice a year provide its competitive advantage. 

 

 

 

 

 

o Some disagreement in the literature whether stabilized water tables 
ƛƴ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ƻǊ ǊŜŘǳŎŜǎ ǎŀƭǘ ŎŜŘŀǊǎΩ 
competitiveness with willow and cottonwood.  

o Disagreement also persists regarding the comparative water 
consumption of salt cedar and other riparian trees and shrubs 

o {ŀƭǘ ŎŜŘŀǊΩǎ ǊŀǇƛŘ ǎǇǊƻǳǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀƴ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ƳŜǎǉǳƛǘŜΣ 
cottonwood and even willow after fire. 



The Spread of Weeds 

V Giant Reed   (Arundo donax) 
o Introduced to stabilize banks, now spread from Maryland to California. 
o Extremely flammable, grows back more quickly than other riparian veg 
 further displacing natives. 
o Rhizomatous- large clumps can break off, block drainage, cause flooding, 

erosion 

 


